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;ASHlis[GTON,> March ;23—|rupt I5f. King’s civil rights: cam- 



.ilptfee ; p<!partment’s; civil 
|f|3i^A^diyisi6,n. ,, after; ar four- 
Sni^t|.jStjiayi^ federal records 
‘“’itmg .’; te'flie:; ', assassination 
TOfeRev?lbf.*f^ 

, j^3r^^has found ho evidence 
rfo^Sovernrhent ’ ' complicity.*; or 
:-idl&itangible".conspiracy in' the 
j ’black leader’s, deatli, according 

i rjto^deipartment sources, 'ir * 

^Assistant; Attorney. Gen- 
-eraf'JJihStknley ;Pottinger,T whq 
j.theaded'the review of: files -com-, 
i ‘pite(tiat the 'time bf. iDc.^ King’s; 
fa d*»tH'Vinv :i968,ViS’:;nevertiheless 
ljeS 3 >f^otpd .by-., some .Justice offi-; 

recommend 'k! new ,in- 
^:ljyi4®n assassination in 
Hidfeyhf /resolving '/persistent 
'^^dralabhs, about' ■■ the' - motives 
■ an^iactiyities', ' of ‘ James ' ' 'Earl 
^a^J^the ” convicted ' assassin. 

• ^.;One%pure'e ■ 'hoted that Mr. 
■Potlihger’s report on jthe' toat- 
,^0?r*^escribed as "quite length- 
:^'im^Vould ‘ "not * be sent-/ to 
/;'AW®®y ■ ' Edward I H, 

i-jf^Kuhtil ■ lateiV'this-'i i^k. ' or 


i.e^j^-next' 'dnd''’ that' a ' recom. 
‘‘/iniiiraation'to begin a fulbs'cale 
‘ fM^ihvestigation' of the- Mem- 

S fafisassination' had nptjyet 
rcommitted to paper. ' / 
^ffit'^thO’- source said ’that 
'hefeihvestigation ^'W^ -be 
,f‘tlif’'*‘'inpst Credible' way ' to| 
BiplP’¥ the'/; renewed public 
Ico jfe ffithat resulted from dis. 
iMd^es last November' by the 
Intelligence Committee 
' of secret 'six-year; qf fort' by 
th|wederal‘ Bureau of 'Investi- 
harass and discredit 
“"^ftTOhgr '/V..? , 

"Ipse /disclosures : prompted 
ask' the civil rights 
to '’''rfeview ' ' both " the 
Pi&tfS covert attempt to 'dis- 


paign- -and 'the - volumes of 
evidence gathered . by the bure- 
au in "'its- search for Mr./Ray, 
who was sentenced to’ 99 years 
in jai( after confessing his.;gu5lt 
as. Dr. King’s murderer. 

• There i. was 'initial:’ concern 
among past and present Justice 
lawyers, familiar with the;King 
case that the F.B.I. might have 
contributed directly of inadyer' 
tently ito-iDr. King’s; death or 
might have failed to warn: him 
of a plot against his life; • i . •. 

' - Although the-iCivil rights law- 
yers reportedly have found no 
ihnt'jthat the F.B.E . played a 
role in ’-Dr. King’s death, or 
that : Mr. Ray was only a part 
of a larger assassination con- 
spiracy, , they ..Jtpparently have 
concluded ' .that ' a ' ' ne-w new 
F.B.I.' investigation' of the mur- 
der iwould ..prove or disprove, 
onCe^’and "'for ■ all;' Mr.» Ray’s 
allegations.'*'' /'''■■ ir " 
''/Mr,:' Ray. is; now seeking a 
new trial; 'and his case is before 
the United States Cpurt of Ap-: 
peals for the Sixth Circuit' in 
Cincinnati. If ' his appeal' is 
granted,.' his; lawyers say,’ he 
will attempt to show only that 
he was coerced, into admitting 
his guilt i' and will' not help 
identify the /‘real’’ 'assassin. ■ , 

Mr. Ray admits. ' to' having 
been in Memphis on April 4, 
1968, the day’ that Df. King; 
was felled by a high-powered! 
rifle bullet fired from a' room-' 
ing house near’ his hotel. But 
the prisoner has ’ since told a 
tangled! and ' sometimes contra- 
dictory’ story .' that makes him 
out to be a pawn in ' a, larger 
plot to murder Dr. King.' 
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' By Les Payne / k ^ H M 

‘ ;; }/eiosdav Service. ' * ! • ' 

The FBF continues to funi up m 
unexplained circumstances surround- ■ 
ing the assassination of the Rev. Dr. 

' Martin. Luther King Jr. ' . , ■ 

' Newsday,'a Long Island newspaper," 

• has learned that FBI informants' ac- 
tively participated in the rioting in 
Memphis in 1968 that drew Dr. King p 
back to the city where he was .killed.'/ 

Several FBI informants ’ and at 
least one undercover agent for the 
Memphis police department were 
among the most active members of a 
. young, violence-prone black group 
‘that openly opposed Dr. /King’s. 

•: peaceful march in support, of the 
city’s, sanitation workers. . . ! / , 

' According .to some' witnesses,: 'the. 
'100-member gi'oup, called the Invad- . 
;,iers, led the riots of March 28, 1968, in 

■ an attempt to discredit Dr. King’s ef- 
forts. After the riots in which one 

( youth was killed, scores injured and 
■,",238 arrested, Dr.: King vowed that he 
' would return to prove that he could 
•Still lead a non-yiolent demonstration. 
"Dr.'/ King would never have re- 
-.‘tiirned to Memphis if the violence : 
had not' happened,’! said the Rev. 
Jesse Jackson, "who; was one of Dr. 

•*' King’s aides in 'the Southern Chris- 
j/tian I Leadership /Conference. '‘‘We-,, 

■ never intended to- get bogged down in 

: Memphis.”'' ' / " ' • - 

/■ • The Invaders created major disrup-'; 

tions among :local blacks supporting/ 
,:,Dr. King, according to his aides. .The 

• Invaders . criticized Dr., King for his 
non-yiolent approach and urged local 
blacks to “burn, baby, burn.” 

. On April .4, the day Dr. King was 
killed, ' the Invaders met with him 
and his staff and reportedly threat- 
' :ened renewed violence unless they 
were given $750,000. to redevelop their 
' community. < ' • 

'• “Tliey just got louder and louder,” 
one aide who was at the meeting re-' 
called,. “We told them we didn’t have', 
access to that kind of money. We had 
to put them out.” ; 

, Two sources said that FBI agents’ 
and a Memphis policeman admitted' 
that they had “penetrated’’ the In- 
vaders with several informers. One., 
--i of the informers reportedly planned a 
large, portion of the group’s violent/ 
confrontations. Police and FBI offi-* 
dais were regularly provided with'' 
detailed information about the 
group’s plans,;: activities and meet- 
ings. ■ ■■ ■ ' "j' 



man. who- joined the Inyad'ei^lfivjiSafc 

the scene of the violence. on^^.thejday 

of the riots, several sources'.said^e 

is reportedly still a ■ 

Memphis force. ' 

“Weston -{not the'reaI-jname^Or»the 

undercover police agent)^;j^$Jfp!!y 

vocal,, very active, ’L sai(ffa^' firmer 

leader .' of .::.th.e..:Invaders|^4p'^iias 

,talked\to the policeman 'since^'^was 

discovered to be a .memb’erirofi'the 

'force ■ 

mice. ^ nf?' , 

“He had a 7.62 Russian* automatic- 
rifle and he was armed'/every^time 
we were armed,” the Invader/ said. 
“He was always suggestiig-jjac tions 
that we should take. I ney^rrsaw/him 
physically attack '.anyone, .but,;he':"was 
one df the most provocativ^nPml^rs 
of the Invaders.” * ‘ 

" The Invaders, who ^w.ore^jackets 
with their names printedtprjiSthe \ 
backs, were organized' in- late/^67,. 
The youths were led mainly‘bylcol-' 
lege students at nearby ^.Memphis 
State College and LeMoyne College'.-;,,.. 

The invaders denounced'/' 'non-yio* 
lence, but they offered protectiomipr 
Dr. King and his staff- members.^^ ' 
“They, -like other blacks"/ in .;/the 
country, -were naturally, frus.tratei|: -by.. 
the slow'/pace of change,! ’/'said: ^e 
Rev, Hoseah Williams, ,'AHanta' direc- 
tor of SCLC. “We' usually puf them, to 
work as parade, marshals or 'securitv 
guards. 'They would never 'ihave/liurt 
Dr. King. 'But . those who -'infiltrated 
our groups —/and - we''could ’never 
.. identify tirem-—- tried to;’exploit';the 
youngsters’ fijustrations ' ahd'--neglect 
and turn them against '' 

The /FBI and 'Memphis. 'policePveri- 
■ fied recently that they had informants'- 
among the Invaders - in ■ 1968. ’ ' tlow-. 
ever, Henry Lux, -who was"the..'assist-' 
ant police 'chief in Memphis,"' down- 
played the group’s role* in the-March 
28 violence. Robert G.' Jensen, ’"byho 
was the FBI agent in charge^ ab'the 
. time, said,' “I wouldn’t be.'*- surprised 
if he had informers in the group.tT!m 
, sure there was; adequate/coVerage, of 
the 'Invaders.’’ > • 

It is reliably reported that*the?bu- 
reau and Memphis police /shared^ in- 
telligence about the Invaders.>|l^«S^I 
In addition to being ;<involved«With 
the March 28 violence, the)*MempMs 
police undercover agentftwas.t'onefof 
four Invaders who were, proyidingjse- 
curity for ,Dr. King at the /Lorraine 
Hotel On the day he was^assas" ’ 
natcd, according to sources.;^i^5| 

A seriets of disclosureMi;e:cea|^ 
concermng* covert FBr’^aCti;^^^ 
against Dr. King has led''toj^J)eri^''' 


I ; ■ /'They . ..knew everything that went^ ' mcni of Jusru,3 it estigation.4'‘_jf*w«? 
i / on at ' Invaders! meetings,” one . The' Senate Intelligence 
! source said “It was as if they had a' said it uncovered no evidenq'e'^hat/- 
/ tape recorder there.’J».?/;t''--,,.''*'^'^i'‘ the/'FBr/jy.as*'%]jpIitatdcF 
w .’rne' "Undercover. M.cmphife 'police--* murder!^ or .-anv'' coven in'?.’ 




